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Event Coordinators:
Karen Y. Stevenson, Core Communications

Alana Ross, ARC Services

This year’s event presented two challenges, 1) to secure a “principal for
a day” for every Oakland public school and 2) to serve as the “kick-off”
to the District’s Adopt-A-School campaign. That challenge was exceeded
by the competent services of Karen Y. Stevenson, Principal of Core
Communications and Alana Ross, ARC Services. The Institute extends
its deepest gratitude to them for producing a quality event that we
hope will foster long-term relationships between Oakland schools and
business and community leaders.
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Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute
The Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute (the Institute) was established in 1973 by
the OUSD Superintendent for whom the organization was later named. The Institute
was the first local education fund in the country. The Institute has worked for 31 years
to carry out Dr. Foster’s vision to develop relationships and mobilize resources that
create opportunities for all children in Oakland public schools to achieve excellence.
The Institute provides grants to teachers, scholarships to graduating seniors, grants to
students, computers to students and families, and acknowledges distinguished educators.
The Institute is committed to move forward in accordance with Dr. Foster’s legacy by
greeting the challenges ahead with clarity of vision, boldness, and necessary risks in
promoting and supporting excellence in education, knowing that only with the broadest
support from the various sectors of the community, will success be achieved.

Oakland Unified School District
The Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) is California’s eleventh largest school district
with roughly 45,000 students and 2,650 teachers. OUSD has 124 schools, including
20 charter schools. Despite gains in academic achievement, financial crisis led to state
takeover of the District in 2003 and the appointment of State Administrator Dr.
Randolph Ward. Dr. Ward has decreased OUSD’s operating expenditures by over $17
million, while sustaining academic improvement that has surpassed the state’s averages
for the 2003-04 school year.  Notwithstanding these gains, OUSD continues to face
substantial academic and financial challenges. As required in the legislation authorizing
state takeover of the District (Senate Bill 39), Dr. Ward and OUSD staff are preparing
to unveil a Multi-Year Fiscal Recovery Plan which details the strategies being employed
to restore financial solvency while simultaneously building on recent gains in academic
achievement.

HEROES
Imagine you are a child peering down the hallway of your school. As you look out you
see your neighbor sitting on the floor reading with another child, someone from a
local business putting up a new bulletin board, or a family member talking with a
teacher. You are not surprised to see them because people are always helping at your
school. You know education is important, not just because your community tells you
that it is, but because they also show you how important it is by volunteering.
Volunteering in Oakland’s public schools shows children that you value their education
and that you value them. HEROES offers lots of ways for you to volunteer in Oakland’s
public schools.
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"It is our season to write a new chapter in American Education.
This message is confirmed among and resonates with the people of Oakland."

- DR. MARCUS A. FOSTER
OAKLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT 1970



RECEPTION
11:30 am - Noon Registration
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Why Adopt-A-School? Ronald V. Rosequist, COUNSEL
Reed Smith LLP

Returning Principal For A Day Joseph Wong, DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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MAFEI Board of Directors

Why Adopt-A-School? Ronald V. Rosequist, COUNSEL
Reed Smith LLP

Returning Principal For A Day Joseph Wong, DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Port of Oakland

On Being a Principal Denise Gail Saddler, PRINCIPAL

Anthony Chabot Elementary School

One Question/One Observation Individual Table Discussions

OUSD Adopt-A-School Program Dr. Randolph Ward, STATE ADMINISTRATOR

OUSD

Close Martin Wyatt

Deborah McClain
Chief Financial Officer

AC Transit

William F. Meyn, Jr.
Resource Planner

US Coast Guard, District Eleven

Nina Moore
Director of Teacher Education
UC Office of the President

Resource Planner

Pastor Scott Mueller
Easthills Community Church

Mr. Benjamin W. Murray
Acumen Building Enterprise

John S. Nelson
Principal

murakami/Nelson

Lupe Newby
Econimic Development Specialist

Oakland Commerce Corporation

Dawn Newton
Attorney-at-Law

Fitzferald, Abbot & Beardsley, LLP

John O’Sullivan
Managing Director

Kelling, Northcross & Nobriga

Chaula Pandya
Vice President and Manager

Community Bank of the Bay

David Rabb
Chairman of the Board

Madison Park Real Estate 
Investment Trust

Officer Anthony K. Rachal
Oakland Police Department

Rachel Richman
Chief of Staff

Office of Assemblywoman Wilma Chan

Ron Risi
Operations Manager

NorCal Waste Systems 
of Alameda County

Roderick Roché
Director of Facilities Management

Oakland Housing Authority

Kenneth R. Romines, Ed.D.
Academic Vice President/Provost

Patten University

Ronald V. Rosequist
Counsel

Reed Smith LLP

Officer Karla Marie Rush
Oakland Police Department

Otis Sanders
Owner

Nu Revelations, Gospel, Blues & Jazz

Rev. Kelvin Sauls
Downs Memorial United Methodist

Church

Libby Schaaf
Special Assistant

Office of the Mayor

Thomas D. Schmitz, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgeon Sports Medicine

Ron Scott
President

Inwood Credit Union

Joshua Simon
Real Estate Development Director

East Bay Asian Local Development
Corporation (EBALDC)

Karen Smith
Executive Director

Wardrobe for Opportunity

Eddie C. Snow
Owner

Dale Carnegie Training

Business and Community Leaders



David R. Socher
Partner

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP

Alice Spearman
Board of Education, OUSD

Mr. David Earl Spencer

Gregory A. Spencer
Western Regional Dir., School Partnerships

Catapult Learning

David Stein
Partner

Stein, Rudser, Cohen & Magid, LLP

Peggy Stinnett
Columnist & Associate Editor

The Oakland Tribune

Dr. Evangeline D. Swanson
Patten University/Education Division

Amy Tanner
Community Planning Director

Urban Ecology

Nate Thomas
Community Relations Dvlpmt. Mgr.

Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Lisa Tortorich
Center Director

Sylvan Learning Center

Dr. Arthurlene Towner
Dean, College of Education

CA State University Hayward

Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute
The Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute (the Institute) was established in 1973 by
the OUSD Superintendent for whom the organization was later named. The Institute
was the first local education fund in the country. The Institute has worked for 31 years
to carry out Dr. Foster’s vision to develop relationships and mobilize resources that
create opportunities for all children in Oakland public schools to achieve excellence.
The Institute provides grants to teachers, scholarships to graduating seniors, grants to
students, computers to students and families, and acknowledges distinguished educators.
The Institute is committed to move forward in accordance with Dr. Foster’s legacy by
greeting the challenges ahead with clarity of vision, boldness, and necessary risks in
promoting and supporting excellence in education, knowing that only with the broadest
support from the various sectors of the community, will success be achieved.

Oakland Unified School District
The Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) is California’s eleventh largest school district
with roughly 45,000 students and 2,650 teachers. OUSD has 124 schools, including
20 charter schools. Despite gains in academic achievement, financial crisis led to state
takeover of the District in 2003 and the appointment of State Administrator Dr.
Randolph Ward. Dr. Ward has decreased OUSD’s operating expenditures by over $17
million, while sustaining academic improvement that has surpassed the state’s averages
for the 2003-04 school year.  Notwithstanding these gains, OUSD continues to face
substantial academic and financial challenges. As required in the legislation authorizing
state takeover of the District (Senate Bill 39), Dr. Ward and OUSD staff are preparing
to unveil a Multi-Year Fiscal Recovery Plan which details the strategies being employed
to restore financial solvency while simultaneously building on recent gains in academic
achievement.

HEROES
Imagine you are a child peering down the hallway of your school. As you look out you
see your neighbor sitting on the floor reading with another child, someone from a
local business putting up a new bulletin board, or a family member talking with a
teacher. You are not surprised to see them because people are always helping at your
school. You know education is important, not just because your community tells you
that it is, but because they also show you how important it is by volunteering.
Volunteering in Oakland’s public schools shows children that you value their education
and that you value them. HEROES offers lots of ways for you to volunteer in Oakland’s
public schools.

Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute
1203 Preservation Park Way, Suite 303

Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 835-0391     (510) 835-5706 FAX

www.mafei.org

Mr. William Vederman
Oakland Rotary Club, No. 3

Craig Vega
Community and Business Advocacy
Oakland Chamber of Commerce

Dominic Wallace
Vice President

Citibank (Richmond)

Paul White
President/Co-owner

Black, White & Associates

Byron Williams
Syndicated Columnist

Bishop Anthony Willis
Lily Of The Valley Christian Center

Joseph Wong
Deputy Executive Director

Port of Oakland

Martin Wyatt
Sports Director

ABC 7, KGO-TV

Dara Youngdale
President

HKIT Architects

Nancy Zadwadzki
Executive Director

Sylvan Learning Center

Business and Community Leaders

"It is our season to write a new chapter in American Education.
This message is confirmed among and resonates with the people of Oakland."

- DR. MARCUS A. FOSTER
OAKLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT 1970



Lakeside Park Garden Center
February 10, 2005

Event Coordinators:
Karen Y. Stevenson, Core Communications

Alana Ross, ARC Services

This year’s event presented two challenges, 1) to secure a “principal for
a day” for every Oakland public school and 2) to serve as the “kick-off”
to the District’s Adopt-A-School campaign. That challenge was exceeded
by the competent services of Karen Y. Stevenson, Principal of Core
Communications and Alana Ross, ARC Services. The Institute extends
its deepest gratitude to them for producing a quality event that we
hope will foster long-term relationships between Oakland schools and
business and community leaders.

Sponsors:
Catapult Learning

Children’s Hospital and Research Center at Oakland
Oakland Unified School District

Rotary Club of Oakland
Sylvan Learning Center

Donations:
Michon Coleman

ARC Services
Clear Channel

Core Communications
murakami/Nelson

Oakland Airport Hilton
Sysco Corporation

The Port of Oakland
The Waterfront Plaza

Wells Fargo

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS




